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[bookmark: _Toc508092537]Purpose
<<<< This SOP is left in DOCX format so that you may edit it for your own laboratory>>>
The purpose of this SOP is to lay out the responsibilities and procedures required for use of protective bench coatings.
The purpose of this SOP is to ensure work surfaces are protected and able to be decontaminated effectively.
[bookmark: _Toc508092538]Scope
This SOP applies to all persons working in a laboratory and their supervisors. 
[bookmark: _Toc508092539]Responsibilities
[bookmark: _Toc508092540]Supervisors
Supervisors are responsible for:
· Reviewing this SOP on a regular basis. Review is to consider and mitigate the risks of spill, loss of containment and exposure or other harm. Refer to Performing Risk Assessments SOP.
· Ensuring work surfaces are free from chips or defects which allow the penetration of liquids.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Through the office of the Departmental Chair, submit a work order to repair benches which cannot be decontaminated effectively due to chips, unsealed seams and surface defects.
· Provide protectant for work surfaces.
[bookmark: _Toc508092541]Workers
Workers are responsible for:
· Following this SOP as approved by their supervisor
· Reporting any benching with surface defects to their supervisor
[bookmark: _Toc508092542][image: ]Procedure for Rolled Benchcoat
1. Remove all items from the surface to be protected.
2. Wash surface, ensuring it is dust free.
3. Select and cut the desired length of benchcoat.
4. Place benchcoat on surface to be protected, plastic side down.
5. Tape edges down using tape sparingly. 
6. The liquids spilled on benchcoat are supposed to be absorbed immediately.
7. The liquids spilled on a benchcoat are not supposed to bead and roll off.
[bookmark: _Toc508092543][image: ]Procedure for Diapers
1. Remove all items from the surface to be protected.
2. Wash surface, ensuring it is dust free.
3. Place diapers on surface to be protected, plastic side down.
4. Tape edges down using tape sparingly.
5. The liquids spilled on diaper is supposed to be absorbed immediately.
6. The liquids spilled on a diaper are not supposed to bead and roll off.
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BENCH PROTECTION

Nicks and tears are made very easily and may be unnoticeable. They occur just by sitting items on the surface,
pushing items across, dropping items etc. Especially in benchcoat since the plastic is very thin and not meant as a
working surface. Nicks and tears on the plastic side of the diaper/benchcoat allows liquid not only to reach the
bench surface, but is then held against the bench surface. This damages the bench surface and encourages the
growth of mold due to the paper nature of the absorbent material of the diaper/benchcoat.

Plastic scde down!
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